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S t .  M a r k ’ s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  

E v e n i n g  P r a y e r :  R i t e  T w o  

W e d n e s d a y ,  A p r i l  2 4 ,  2 0 2 4  

 

O p e n i n g  Se n t e n c e s    

 

C onfess ion  o f  S in  

Officiant:  Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of 

Almighty God, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and 

obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain 

forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

 

[ O f f i c i a n t  l e a d s  a n d  p e o p l e  j o i n  i n ]  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 

by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the 

sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 

us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 

Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on you [us], forgive you [us] 

all your [our] sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 

in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

[us] in eternal life. Amen.  
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[ A  d e a c o n  o r  l a y  p e r s o n  u s i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  f o r m  

r e m a i n s  k n e e l i n g ,  a n d  s u b s t i t u t e s  " u s "  f o r  " y o u "  a n d  

" o u r "  f o r  " y o u r . " ]  

 

The  I nvi t a tor y  a nd  Psa l ter  

Officiant:  O God, make speed to save us. 

People:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

[ O F F I C I A N T  A N D  P E O P L E  T O G E T H E R ]  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 

Amen. 

 

O Gra c ious  L ig ht  (un is on)  

O gracious Light,  

pure brightness of the ever living Father in heaven,  

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,  

and our eyes behold the vesper light,  

we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy 

voices,  

O Son of God, O Giver of life,  

and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
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Psalm 53. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BCP 658 

1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” * 

   All are corrupt and commit abominable acts; 

   there is none who does any good. 

 

2 God looks down from heaven upon us all, * 

   to see if there is any who is wise, 

   if there is one who seeks after God. 

 

3 Every one has proved faithless; 

 all alike have turned bad; * 

   there is none who does good; no, not one. 

 

4 Have they no knowledge, those evildoers * 

   who eat up my people like bread 

   and do not call upon God? 

 

5 See how greatly they tremble, 

 such trembling as never was; * 

   for God has scattered the bones of the enemy; 

   they are put to shame, because God has rejected them. 

 

6 Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of Zion! * 

   when God restores the fortunes of his people 

   Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad. 
 

 

[ O F F I C I A N T  A N D  P E O P L E  T O G E T H E R ]  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

*as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 

Amen. 



4 

 

The First Lesson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I Thessalonians 2:1-12 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters,* that our coming to 

you was not in vain, but though we had already suffered and 

been shamefully maltreated at Philippi, as you know, we had 

courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite 

of great opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit 

or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been 

approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the 

gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please 

God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our 

witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext 

for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from 

you or from others, though we might have made demands as 

apostles of Christ. But we were gentle* among you, like a nurse 

tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for 

you that we are determined to share with you not only the 

gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have 

become very dear to us. 
 

You remember our labour and toil, brothers and sisters;* we 

worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you 

while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. You are 

witnesses, and God also, how pure, upright, and blameless our 

conduct was towards you believers. As you know, we dealt 

with each one of you like a father with his children, urging and 

encouraging you and pleading that you should lead a life 

worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 
 

  The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle                     The Song of Simeon                Nunc dimittis 
 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 

    to go in peace as you have promised;  

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 

    whom you have prepared for all the world to see:  

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 

    and the glory of your people Israel.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 

Amen.  

 

Meditation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brian Wood 
 

T he  Ap o s t l e s ’  C r e e d  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the Virgin Mary. 

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried. 

   He descended to the dead. 

   On the third day he rose again. 

   He ascended into heaven, 

      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

T he  Pr a ye r s  

Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:     And also with you. 

Officiant:  Let us pray. 

 

O f f i c i a n t  a n d  Pe o p l e :  

Our Father, who art in heaven,   

   hallowed be thy Name,       

   thy kingdom come,       

   thy will be done,       

      on earth as it is in heaven.          

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,   

   as we forgive those    

      who trespass against us.          

And lead us not into temptation,   

   but deliver us from evil.      

For thine is the kingdom,    

   and the power, and the glory,   

     for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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Suf fr ag es  B  
 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and 

goodwill, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and 

offenses, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole 

world, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and 

not be condemned before the great judgment seat of 

Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the 

communion of all your saints, entrusting one another and 

all our life to Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 
 

A  C o l l e c t  f o r  t he  Pr e se nc e  o f  C hr i s t  

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day 

is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and 

awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in 

Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake 

of your love.  Amen. 
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A  C o l l e c t  f o r  Pr o t e c t i on  

O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the 

strength of those who labor, and the repose of the dead:  We 

thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly 

ask for your protection through the coming night.  Bring us in 

safety to the morning hours; through him who died and rose 

again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or 

weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 

sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 

the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 

joyous; and all for your love's sake.  Amen.  

[authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow] 

 

T he  Ge ne r a l  T ha n ks g iv in g  

[ O f f i c i a n t  a n d  p e o p l e ]  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 

Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
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And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 

mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 

praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

 

A  Pr aye r  o f  S t .  C hr y s o s t om  (O f f i c i an t  o n l y )  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with 

one accord to make our common supplication to you; and 

you have promised through your well-beloved Son that 

when two or three are gathered together in his Name you 

will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our 

desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 

this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to 

come life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord.    

People:   Thanks be to God.   
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May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 

through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Romans 15:13 

 
 

 

SERVING US TODAY:  

Officiant:  Emily Talbot-Guillote 

Meditation:  Brian Wood 

Reader/Voice of the People:  Mahlon Kidd 


